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                      United States History Argumentative Research Paper 

 
 

Introduction: 

Your biggest project of the year will be completing a formal research paper.  In addition to offering you the opportunity to delve more 

deeply into one topic, this paper will help you to develop better research and analytical writing skills which will be important 

preparation for the college level work most of you will be expected to do in the near future. 

 

The assignment is to write a 6-7 page argumentative research paper that responds to a historical question.  The paper you write must 

demonstrate both detailed research and analytical interpretation of historical relevance.  Your paper should not simply be a report of 

information on your topic, but rather, should be a logical and thoughtful examination guided by a thesis question answered with a clear 

thesis, supporting evidence and original analysis. 
 

                                                                       Required Components of the Paper: 

Title Page: Use this packet’s front cover as a model.  Since you’ll already have identification information on the title page, you will not 

put your name or identification info on the other pages of your paper.  Use vivid language in your title to capture the reader’s interest. 

 

Focused Introduction:   The introductory paragraph must clearly give an answer to your guiding question in the form of a clear, 

debatable thesis.  Answering your Thesis Question (or questions) is what the whole paper is about.  In this paragraph you will also 

outline the subtopics of your paper. 

 

Thesis:  A clear and focused thesis summarizes the answer to your thesis question(s) and sets the specific course for the rest of your 

paper.  The thesis statement should be the last sentence in the first paragraph of your paper and should be bolded to be easily found. 

 

Background:  After the introduction, a 1-2 paragraphs (no more than 1 ½  pages) should discuss the historical context of your topic.  

This is where you should tie your topic into the greater historical trends of the era. 

 

Analysis:  In the body of your paper, it is very important to personalize your writing with insight and interpretation.  Your analysis will 

interpret the evidence given and offer commentary on that evidence that links to your thesis; this is what makes the paper “yours” and 

not just a regurgitation of facts you found.  Your analysis should show a skillful use of primary and secondary sources.  Blending 

thoughtful analysis in your own voice with the facts and details you discover is the most important part of a successful research paper.  

Superficial or minimal analysis will greatly decrease the score your paper earns.   

 

Works Cited Page and Footnotes (or Endnotes) in proper format.  You are required to consult and cite from at least five (5) 

substantial, relevant sources for your paper.  You should consult at least two primary sources and at least two books, academic journals, 

periodicals and/or government reports.  Follow proper format for footnotes and works cited references as described later in this packet.  

For this paper, short summary articles and encyclopedias do not count as sources.  Access sources w/ more depth of information, 

evidence, and detail.  We will be using Chicago style of citation for this paper.  We will NOT use MLA or APA. 

 

                                                                            Written Expression and Tone 

Six to seven pages long not including Title Page or Works Cited Page.  Your final paper should be double-spaced, 12-point Times 

Roman font with 1 inch margins.  None of the information on the Title Page should waste space in the rest of your paper and will not be 

counted in determining the length of the paper—this includes headers.   

 

Conventions.  There is no “I,” “we,” “you,” or “our” in this paper.  Contractions and informal language/slang have no place in a formal 

paper.  The paper must be free of grammatical and spelling errors.  Proofread! 

 

Project Deadlines 

Important:  You MUST submit each of the benchmark assignments in order for your final draft to be accepted without significant 

penalty!  As well, each benchmark must be met before turning in the next benchmark. 
 

Important Dates and Deadlines:    
A paper copy of your Annotated Bibliography with 5 sources Wed. 3/18--PEER EDIT 

Formal outline of your paper with debateable thesis & topic sentences Mon. 3/23--PEER EDIT 

First 4 Pages of Paper including Footnotes & Title Page Wed. 4/1--PEER EDIT 

Feedback Sheet and Marked up Paper from Responsible Adult Editor Wed. 4/22 

Final Paper Due; also turn in peer edits with comments 

 

Wed. 4/29—PEER EDIT 



 

Thesis Questions NOTE:  Other topics are possible, BUT you would have to come up with a sophisticated question, approved 

by Mr. D., that would not lead to a simple factual report and that allows for multiple possible answers to the question. 
 

African American Civil Rights Movement 
1.Which event was more important to the Civil Rights Movement, the Freedom Rides Campaign of 1961 or James Meredith’s  

     admission to the University of Mississippi in 1962? 

2. Who was Fred Shuttlesworth and would the Birmingham Campaign of 1963 been successful without him? 

3. Why is A. Philip Randolph considered by some to be the Founding Father of the Civil Rights Movement, and what factors  

    have led to him being largely forgotten by history? 

4. How important of a role did John Lewis play during the Civil Rights Movement, and what does Lewis’s time as head of the  

    Student Non-Violent Coordinating Committee (SNCC) and his ultimate replacement by Stokely Carmichael teach us about  

   the dynamics of social movements? 

5. To what degree have the Freedom Schools set up in Missippi during Freedom Summer 1964 been successful in bringing  

    about lasting change for African American students in that state? 

6.  Did Stokely Carmichael’s turn from the Martin Luther King branch of the civil rights movement to the more militant “Black  

       Power” movement do more to help or to hinder the advancement of African American civil rights? 

7. Did Martin Luther King’s stand against the Vietnam War and against poverty in the last three years of his life (after Selma)  

    bring about the end of the Civil Rights Movement of the 1960s? 

8. Did John Carlos and Tommie Smith’s protest at the 1968 Olympics do more to help or to hurt the cause of African American  

    civil rights? 

9. To what degree does segregation continue to have lasting impacts on African American education today? 

10. How much of the success of the Civil Rights Movement can be attributed to the music of the movement?  

11. To what degree did religion play a role in the African American Civil Rights Movement? 

12. What historical factors led to the creation of the Mississippi State Sovereignty Commission (Sov-Com), a state-run anti-civil rights  

      movement spy agency, and why was it able to function as long as it did (from 1956-1977)? 

13. To what degree has the Black Lives Matter movement advanced or set back the cause of civil rights? 

 
 

Women’s Rights Movement 
14. What factors best explain why Betty Friedan’s famous book The Feminine Mystique had such an impact at the time, and to  

       what extent is the book’s message relevant or not relevant today? 

15. Why has Title 9 been such a source of controversy, and have its positive effects outweighed its negative impacts? 

16. Were the Miss America protests in 1968 more beneficial or more detrimental to the overall women’s rights movement? 

17. How did Betty Friedan and Gloria Steinem’s backgrounds and experiences influence their views about the women’s  

      movement, and were their disagreements influenced more by their life experiences, the different times in which they  

      matured, or other factors? 

18. Why has the Equal Pay Act been unsuccessful in achieving fully equal pay for men and women, and what steps should be  

      taken to fulfill that goal? 

19. What historical factors led to the Roe v. Wade decision legalizing abortion and was the Supreme Court’s justification for its ruling  

      reasonable or flawed? 

20. Tennis player Billie Jean King 

21. Me Too Movement 
 
 

Other Civil Rights Movements 
22. In what specific ways did the campaigns of Cesar Chavez improve the lives of Latino farmworkers, and to what degree are  

      the gains he made back then still benefiting or not benefiting current farmworkers? 

23. To what extent could it be argued that Dolores Huerta played an equal, if not even more important, role than Cesar  

      Chavez in promoting civil rights for Latinos? 

24. To what degree did the Catholic religion play a role in the Latino Civil Rights Movement? 

25. What historical and political factors best explain why the Stonewall Riots happened in 1969 and what impacts  

      did the riots have on the Gay Rights Movement? 

26. Have the positive effects of the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) outweighed the negative impacts? 

27. To what degree was the occupation of Alcatraz effective or not effective in helping the cause of Native Americans? 

28.  How did the Immigration Acts of 1986 and 1996 attempt to solve problems involving illegal immigration, how effective or  

       ineffective were they, and what changes need to be made to address the issue of illegal immigration today? 

29. In the Clarence Thomas/Anita Hill sexual harassment controversy, was Thomas justified in his claim that he was a victim of   

      a “high-tech lynching,” what did the incident reveal about gender relations in the U.S., and what were the most important  

      outcomes of the controversy? 

30. To what degree do non-human animal species have the same rights as humans? 

 

(more on next page) 



 

 

 

Environmental Movement 
28. What factors (consider what was happening in the U.S. socially, politically, and economically, etc.) made the public  

      receptive to Rachel Carson’s book Silent Spring in 1962, and how important of an impact did the book have? 

29. Have the positive benefits of the Endangered Species Act outweighed its negative effects?  

30. Which had a more significant impact on the environmental movement in the U.S., the Santa Barbara Oil Spill of 1969 or the  

      Cuyahoga River bursting into flames in Cleveland the same year? 

31. What, if any, lasting impacts have there been from the Love Canal controversy? 

 

                   

 

 

The Argumentative Research Paper 
 

”Taking one side of an issue or topic is the central point of an argumentative research paper. Your stance is built into the 

thesis statement, which makes the argument you feel is more logical for the given topic based on the evidence. The biggest 

goal of this type of paper is to convince your readers to agree with your point of view by backing up your position with a 

logical argument supported by facts and information from credible sources. 

 

An argumentative research paper does not simply demand readers agree with you based solely on your opinion. Instead, 

careful and structured research is used to demonstrate the viability of your argument by providing information that allows 

readers to draw the same logical conclusion. There are several things that are crucial in writing this type of paper: 

 

 You use logical persuasion to build your argument in order to convince readers. 

 You clearly state your argument or stance in the thesis statement. 

 You introduce the topic sufficiently before taking a stance. 

 You use credible sources to back up your position and include information about the opposing view or views. 

 You use critical evaluation to create a logical argument. 

Regardless of which research paper type you are undertaking, the backbone of writing a great paper starts with conducting 

thorough and structured research, using effective note-taking strategies and forming a strong thesis statement.  

 

If you are writing with an argumentative approach, use logical thinking and an accurate representation of both sides of an 

issue while persuading your audience to reach the same conclusions you do.”1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

         
                                                           

1 Analytical Versus Argumentative Research Paper, Write.com, Date of Access March 10, 2018, 

http://www.write.com/writing-guides/research-writing/organization/analytical-vs-argumentative-research-papers/. 



 

 

IDENTIFYING SOURCES & COLLECTING EVIDENCE 

 
WARNING: AVOID WEBSITES THAT ARE BRIEF SUMMARIES OF THE SAME INFO OVER & OVER.  Strictly 

speaking, information that can be found in multiple sources is considered common knowledge and is not cited.   

 
There are many ways to find evidence, and the sources you use will largely depend on the topic you 

choose. Below are several resources available through our library that will help you get started. You are 

also strongly encouraged to consult with the George School librarians, who can help navigate a specific 

research plan tailored to your individual project. 

 
 

Redwood’s Bessie Chin Library: Books 

Books should be the first sources to which you go. This is because you can find a wealth of information in a single 

book, they are easy to navigate using the Table of Contents and the Index, and you can be sure that the information 

in the book has been fact checked and peer reviewed.  Thus, books provide both breadth and accuracy in your 

research. 

 

Our library has many books geared specifically towards topics students frequently choose for their research 

papers.  If you are having trouble finding a book in the library, any of our librarians can help you. 

 

 

Academic Websites 

There is a tremendous amount of information available on the internet. It is thus an excellent resource 

for scholarly research. On the other hand, there is also a tremendous amount of insufficient, inaccurate, 

and biased information on the internet. It is thus imperative that you make sure that information you 

pull from the internet is truly academic. 

 

 What makes a website “academic?” 

o There are a vast number of websites out there with information about history. Very few 

of those are truly academic. To be considered an academic website, the source must be 

backed by an institution or “peer reviewed.” This is because the institution or the 
colleagues of the author will ensure the information is accurate. An individual’s blog, for 

example, may have lots of historical information, even accurate information, but is not a 

good source for academic research. Instead, for academic research you must use only 

sources that have been professionally checked for accuracy. 

 
 

 The .org myth 

There is a belief amongst students that .org websites are always good sources. THIS IS NOT TRUE. The 

.org after a website simply means the website belongs to an organization. The quality of the information 

depends on the quality of the organization. A museum of natural history, for example, will likely have 

good information to use for historical research. A political organization that promotes a particular 

perspective may have accurate information, but it will also likely provide a biased presentation.  This 

does not mean you cannot use the website, but you need to apply scrutiny to the sources you use and 

understand when and how a source may be biased.2 

 

                                                           
2 Meredith Alford, “A Guide to Writing the Research Paper,” George School, Date of Access March 10, 2018, 

https://s12937.pcdn.co/wp-content/uploads/2018/09/2014-08-library-GuideToWritingResearchPaperMAlford.pdf, 8. 

https://s12937.pcdn.co/wp-content/uploads/2018/09/2014-08-library-GuideToWritingResearchPaperMAlford.pdf


 

 

For your research, use the Advanced Search option on Google searches and 

specify one of the following domains:  .edu  or .gov 

Avoid the .com domains and websites and analyze .org sites to ensure they are 

credible and accurate before using them. 
 

You can reach the Advanced Search page by clicking the gear icon in the top right corner of the 

search results page then clicking Advanced search. You can also simply type in “Google advanced 

search” 
 

 

General searches that may be of interest: 

 Marin Public Library (http://marinet.lib.ca.us – contains several reference databases 

 Redwood High Library website--contains several reference databases for student use 

 Redwood Library EBSCO (http://bit.do/RWDlibraryEBSCOall) 

 Marin County Library  http://www.marinlibrary.org/ 

 History Matters  is a website designed for high school and college teachers and students, History Matters serves as a 

gateway to web resources including in-depth articles and interviews with historical figures from U.S. history  

http://historymatters.gmu.edu/  

 

 Identifying the Publisher of a Website 

o Sometimes information online looks official and so we want to believe it is a good 
website. Before you can determine whether the information qualifies as an academic 

source, you need to identify the publisher of the website. For a good academic website, 
this information should be easy to find because the institution supporting the information 

will be prominently displayed. Publisher information, if not displayed prominently, can 
usually be found in an “About Us” section or all the way at the bottom of the web page. If 

all you can find is an individual’s name, with no credentials, no institutional affiliations, 
etc., then it is likely just an individual’s blog made for hobby and the information 

CANNOT be considered academic. 

 

 Reliable Academic Websites 

o Without question, the best resources for academic information are universities. 
Departments will frequently have websites and databases for a particular topic that offer 

a wealth of information, all critically reviewed and fact checked. Fordham, for example, 

offers a great Internet History Sourcebook which is an excellent database for ancient and 
modern history alike. Similarly, Yale’s Law School has an excellent database of primary 

documents. Museums, governments, and Non-Governmental Organizations (NGO)s also 
often have reliable information that you can consider academic in nature.  This is a great 

place to begin your research (it is a better place to begin than Wikipedia!).3 

 

 

Online Journals and Databases 

Redwood subscribes to EBSCO, an excellent platform to access online databases, which will allow 

you to search for e-books, newspapers, encyclopedias, and academic journals online.  Remember, 

Redwood’s librarians are happy to help you find resources that are specially tailored to your project. 

 

 
 
                                                           

3 Ibid., 8-9. 

http://marinet.lib.ca.us/
http://www.marinlibrary.org/
http://historymatters.gmu.edu/


 

 

Annotated Bibliography 

 
General guidelines 
1.Locate a primary or secondary source that provides detailed relevant information for your paper.  Be sure you have 

critically evaluated the source to make sure it is reliable and credible (see “Guidelines for Critical Evaluation of Sources 

on page 12 of this packet).  An additional helpful resource is this link from George Mason University which has a 

series of questions to help you evaluate the credibility of a website for research and annotated bibliographies: 
http://mason.gmu.edu/~montecin/web-eval-sites.htm .   
 

The source should have a minimum of 4 relevant details and/or ideas; if it does not then it is too general of a source and 

will lead to a paper that is too general, giving you nothing to analyze.  Remember, you will need a minimum of 5 solid 

sources, including 2+ primary sources and 2+ book and/or academic journal articles/official government sources. 
 

2. Actually read the source and if it does not have enough helpful information, discard it and search for another. 

 

3. When you have located a significantly helpful source, in your annotated bibliography write down all the source 

information that you will need to complete your footnotes and works cited page later. 

 

4. Write two brief paragraphs under each source:  

a. The first paragraph is a short summary (3+ sentences) of the source in your own words.  Clearly 

describe what the source is about and the author’s key ideas and conclusions. 

b. The second paragraph is a short discussion (3+ sentences) of how this source connects to and 

supports your paper topic. What does this source provide that reinforces the argument or claim you 

are making? This support may be statistics, expert testimony, or specific examples that relate to your 

focused topic.4   

5. Take detailed notes on information that will be helpful both in providing background information, but most 

importantly ideas and information that support your thesis or that help you understand the counterarguments that you 

will need to acknowledge.  At least half of your entries should be paraphrased. 

 

 

 

 

University of Nevada, Las Vegas Tutorials  
If you are interested, here are some videos made by UNLV about the research process.  Not everything in 

them is applicable to our project, but much of it does apply. 

Getting Started     Finding Articles     Finding Books     Citation Generator      Advanced Search Strategies    The Information Life Cycle    

Research is a Conversation     Using Other People's Ideas     Research Process Tips      Writing an Annotated Bibliography 

https://www.library.unlv.edu/services/instruction/tutorials
5

 

 

                                                           

 4 “Sample Annotated Bibliography,” Ashford University, Date of Access March 10, 2018, 

https://awc.ashford.edu/tocw-sample-annotated-bibliography.html. 
5 “Tutorials,” University of Nevada Las Vegas, Date of Access March 10, 2018, 

https://www.library.unlv.edu/services/instruction/tutorials. 

http://mason.gmu.edu/~montecin/web-eval-sites.htm
https://vimeo.com/175419273
https://vimeo.com/179489136
https://vimeo.com/175419584
https://vimeo.com/175419811
https://vimeo.com/167492642
https://vimeo.com/175421451
https://vimeo.com/175421812
https://vimeo.com/175422608
https://vimeo.com/175422472
https://vimeo.com/249707466
https://www.library.unlv.edu/services/instruction/tutorials


 

Sample “Chicago” Annotated Bibliography Entry 

Source #1: 
Sean Reardon, Elena Grewal et al., Brown Fades: The End of Court-Ordered School Desegregation and the 

Resegregation of American Public Schools,  December, 2011, Date of Access March 10, 2018, 
http://cepa.stanford.edu/sites/default/files/reardon%20brown%20fades%20JPAM%20final%20jan%202011.pdf. 
 
 

Short Summary of Source (2 sentences): 
Many school districts refused to obey the Supreme Court’s Brown v. Board of Education ruling so in many places 

the courts ordered them to follow desegregation plans overseen by the courts.  This study by four Stanford professors 

looks at over 200 medium-sized and large districts which were freed from court oversight between 1991-2009 and 

found that when schools were released from court oversight school segregation gradually but markedly increased in 

comparison to districts that continued to be monitored by the courts.   
 

 

How this Source Connects with and Supports your Paper Topic (2+ 

sentences): 
This source is very well researched and contains a great deal of evidence that re-segregation is happening across the 

country at a significant rate.  The professors discuss the various causes of this based on an enormous amount of data 

collection on the schools and analysis based on their evidence. Originally I had guessed that school segregation had 

mostly disappeared since Brown v. Board of Education, but with this strong evidence of re-segregation I must 

reconsider my thesis. 

 

 
 

Evidence/Ideas from the Source: Book/Academic Journal/Academic Paper, 

etc. (mostly paraphrased from the original source, but can include some direct quotations) 

 
After court supervision ends, sometimes school districts go back to students going to school in their own 

neighborhoods.  Thus, if black and white neighborhoods tend to be separate, then the school will become re-

segregated.  But segregation may not go up right away.  Often parents desire their kids to continue and finish at the 

same school and/or schools implement their new plans gradually and maybe only for new students.  (page 6) 

 

 

The researchers also suggest that the degree of re-segregation may vary by grades or districts.  This is because, for 

example, elementary grades may be more affected than high schools because elementary schools tend to be smaller 

and get their students from more homogeneous communities compared to high schools.  Also, bigger districts have 

more schools and therefore more chances to re-segregate.  [I’m not sure I fully understand this last point—will need 

to reread and think about this more and maybe get more info.] (page 7) 

 

 

The authors found that segregation after the court supervision stops shows no dramatic change for several years, but 

that it increases slowly and steadily over the next decade after that.  They found that indeed white (and Latino) 

enrollments in such schools fell while there was an increase in African American students, but the changes in any 

one year were not that large.  During the ten years after the court supervision ended, the proportion of white students 

declined by 3% each year while the proportion of black students increased by about 3% annually. (page 27) 

 

 

Evidence from their collection of data just from Southern county-wide school districts found that once released from 

court supervision there is very little change on private school enrollment or the mix of blacks and whites at private 

schools. “If one thought that releasing a school district from supervision would lead to large changes in the number 

of students going to private schools, the data does not back that up.”  (pp. 27-28) 

http://cepa.stanford.edu/sites/default/files/reardon%20brown%20fades%20JPAM%20final%20jan%202011.pdf


 

Guidelines for Critical Evaluation of Information Sources6 
 

Information may be found in many types of sources, including books, journals, magazines, newspapers, 

and freely available Web sites. However, not every source of information — whether a Library source or 

information found at a Web site — is equally suitable for an academic research project. All sources, not 

just Web sites, must be carefully examined to determine whether or not they provide reliable, accurate, and 

relevant information. 
 

Try to answer the following questions as you evaluate potential sources of information: 

 

Authority 

➢  Can you identify the author(s) of the book, article, or Web site? 

➢  What are the author's credentials, and is this person qualified to present 

information on this topic? 

➢  Has the document been published by a reputable institution, organization, 

or company? 

For Web sites, look for the domain indicated by the URL’s suffix: .edu for 

university and college Web sites; .gov for government Web sites (most reliable); 

.org for organization and association Web sites (may or may not be reliable); and 

.com for company or personal Web sites (the most likely to be unreliable). 

For organization Web sites, check reference books like the Encyclopedia of 

Associations (Ref AS 22 .E5) to gather background information on the organization. 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Currency 

➢  When was the book, article, or Web site published or created? 

➢  Has the information been revised or updated lately? 

➢  Are links to other Web sites no longer working? 

 

 
 

 
 

Objectivity 

➢  What is the purpose of this publication? For instance, does the document seek to 

provide information, to sway the opinion of the reader, to sell something, or to 

entertain or amuse? 

➢  Is this document intended for a scholarly or a popular audience? 

➢  Is the content based solely upon the author’s opinion? Is there a discernible 

bias? Do you detect an inflammatory tone? 

Hint: The reference book Magazines for Libraries (Ref Z 6941 .M23) can help you 

determine whether a periodical has a conservative or liberal (progressive) point of 

view, which may influence how information is presented. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Accuracy 

➢  Can the facts and statistics presented in the document be verified in other 

independent sources? 

➢  Do you see grammatical and spelling errors? 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Coverage 

➢  Does the author provide cursory or extensive coverage of a topic? 

➢  Does the article, book, or Web site include a bibliography that documents the 

sources of words or ideas presented in the text? 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

                                                           
6 L.Cifelli, “Guidelines for Critical Evaluation of Information Sources,”  Last Revised August 1, 2012., Date of Access 

March 12, 2018, Kean University, http://library.kean.edu/handouts/Information_Literacy_Rubric.pdf. 



 

 

 

Taking Notes on Information from Sources: 

Direct Quoting  

These two most important ways of incorporating other writers' work into your own writing differ according to the 

closeness of your writing to the source writing. 

Quotations must be identical to the original, using a narrow segment of the source. They 

must match the source document word for word and must be attributed to the original 

author.  Keep the historical figure or author's name in the same sentence as the quote.  

Use quotes that will have the most rhetorical, argumentative impact in your paper; too 

many direct quotes from sources may weaken your credibility, as though you have nothing 

to say yourself, and will certainly interfere with your style.  If you think it’s important to 

quote something, an excellent rule of thumb is that for every line you quote, you should 

have at least two lines analyzing it.  In addition, quotations from sources cannot simply be 

stuck into your paper; even if a quotation is relevant, you cannot assume that its 

significance is immediately obvious to your readers. Always make it clear to your reader 

that the quotation supports the point you are trying to make.7 

 

Rule #1: For any quotation that appears in your essay, there must be a compelling 

reason for that quotation to be included. 

This is by far the most important rule, and in fact, this rule can easily be expanded beyond the realm of quotations to 

include everything that appears in your writing. 

 

Rule #2: You should always mention who said or wrote the quotation, and never ever 

use freestanding quotations.  A freestanding quotation is a quote from the text that is 

its own sentence.  Instead, you should weave the quotations into your own sentences 

i.e. According to Stanford professors Sean Reardon, et al, school districts which had been 

under court supervision to ensure integration, showed no dramatic change in segregation for 

several years after the court freed them from oversight, but that segregation increased 

slowly and steadily over the next decade after that.8 
 

 

 

 

 

                                                           
7 Mary Lynn Rampolla, A Pocket Guide to Writing in History, 3rd ed. (Boston: Bedford Books/St. Martin's Press, 

2001), pg. 37. 
8 Sean Reardon, Elena Grewal et al., “Brown Fades: The End of Court-Ordered School Desegregation and the 

Resegregation of American Public Schools,”  December, 2011, Date of Access March 10, 2018, 

http://cepa.stanford.edu/sites/default/files/reardon%20brown%20fades%20JPAM%20final%20jan%202011.pdf., 27. 

 

 
 

http://cepa.stanford.edu/sites/default/files/reardon%20brown%20fades%20JPAM%20final%20jan%202011.pdf


 

 

Taking Notes on Information from Sources: 

Paraphrasing 
 

 

 

Paraphrasing involves putting a passage from source material into your own 
words. To paraphrase, you must understand the author’s idea completely and 

explain it your own language.  A paraphrase must also be attributed to the 
original source. Paraphrased material is usually shorter than the original 
passage, taking a somewhat broader segment of the source and condensing it 

slightly. It is important to understand that simply changing vocabulary or 
changing the order of the words in the sentence is not paraphrasing; those 

would be plagiarism. 
 

 

How to Avoid Plagiarism when Paraphrasing 

 

It is difficult to paraphrase well. Providing a direct quotation is much easier. One problem is when 

students read a particular passage several times over, the language and structure gets stuck in their 

heads. 

 

 Look Away. One way to deal with this problem is to read a passage only once and then look 

away and write down what you think the author meant. Try to write as if you were explaining it 

to a younger sibling, even if this is not how you write in your paper. Then, go back and compare 

the language you use. 

 

 Watch your structure. Do not simply change the vocabulary and think you have put it into your 

own words. If you just copy the passage and put each sentence into your own words, you are 

plagiarizing the structure of the author. You need to put the passage into your own structure for it 

to be truly paraphrased. Using a thesaurus is not paraphrasing. 

 

 Watch your vocabulary. Sometimes authors just have the perfect phrase or word to describe 
their ideas. It can be nearly impossible to avoid using someone else’s vocabulary entirely. In 

the examples on the previous pages.  For example, using words 

      like “history” and “the world” are inevitable. Words like “interesting” and “facet” on the other     

      hand are stylistic choices that you should be careful not to copy. 

 

 

*****Make Sure You Provide Citations***** 

Regardless of whether or not you provide a direct quote or choose to paraphrase, YOU MUST 

ALWAYS CITE THE PASSAGE. A footnote is needed any time you use information presented in a 

source, whether that information is a set of facts, analysis, or an idea or opinion. The only time you do 

not use a citation is when you are writing your own analysis and explaining your own argument.9 

                                                           
9 Alford, “A Guide to Writing the Research Paper,” 13. 



 

THE THESIS STATEMENT 

Thesis Statement 

The thesis is the most critical component to clear and persuasive writing. Your thesis statement should 

be one concise sentence that presents your paper’s argument. Remember that this research paper is not 

a report; you should be analyzing research and making an argument. 
 

A successful thesis statement is concise and clear. It should also be something that the reader could 

oppose. An overly general statement like “the Industrial Revolution was very influential” is just that, a 

statement of fact, not a thesis.  Instead, be specific – if you are having trouble making an argument, ask 

yourself does my thesis explain “how” and “why.” 
 

And remember, over the course of your research, you may decide you want to argue a different point. It is 

absolutely fine to change your thesis statement over the course of the writing process.10 
 

Examples of Weak Thesis Statements 

 

 “World War II was bad.” 

o This thesis statement is way too broad. What does the author mean by “bad?” Did it damage 
the economy? Did it hinder future international diplomacy? Avoid general terms like “good” 
and “bad.” To avoid this, make sure you are always explaining “how” and “why.” 

 

 “The Industrial Revolution began in England.” 

o Make sure you are in fact making an argument. The thesis statement above is simply 
an indisputable historical fact. Would anyone argue with the statement above? No—
so you are not really engaging in an analytical argument. 
 

 “Greek religion and Roman religion are very similar.” 

o Comparing groups or events is often a direction many students want to go. Compare and 

contrast essays are good for practicing your writing, but for a research paper you cannot 
simply compare and contrast. You have to identify the significance of the comparison. 

Again, ask yourself “how” and “why” to get from a simple comparison to a more complex 

explanation of how this comparison leads to a change in our understanding of history.11 
 

Examples of Strong Thesis Statements 

 “The Treaty of Versailles led Europe to World War II because of the unfair economic and 

military restrictions it placed on Germany.” 
 

 “Japan surrendered to the United States in World War II not because of the atomic bomb, 

but because of fear of a Russian invasion.” 

 

 “Though Alexander the Great’s conquests were impressive and vast, his legacy is weak because 

he failed to set up infrastructure to establish any lasting political system in the Macedonian 

Empire.” 

o All of these thesis statements are specific. They each explain the why and how of the 
argument. Most importantly, they offer a perspective on history that could be disputed by 
another scholar. 

                                                           
10 Alford, “A Guide to Writing the Research Paper,” pp. 6-7. 
11 Ibid. 



 

 
 

How to Test your Thesis Statement 
 

 

 

There are a few ways to determine if you have a strong thesis statement: 
 
 
 

 You must explain how and/or why. See the examples above. 
Imagine, for example, that the first thesis statement above was simply 
“The Treaty of Versailles led Europe to World War II.” This is a 
compelling argument, but you need to explain how and why, which 
will be the key to a successful thesis statement. 

 
 
 

 Try to identify a counter argument. If someone could not argue 

against your thesis, then it is not an argument. “Japan surrendered to the 
United States at the end of World War II,” is not a thesis statement, but a 
factual statement. Your thesis statement has to be an idea with which 

someone could argue. It has to be a unique perspective that you defend 
through research and analysis. 

 
 

 Answer the question “So what?” This will help make sure your 

argument has historical significance. Again, looking at the above 
examples, imagine the third thesis statement was simply “Alexander the 

Great failed to establish a lasting political system in the Macedonian 
Empire.” This is an interesting statement, but it is more a statement of 
fact than a thesis. The “so what?” component is the heart of your 

argument. In this case, explaining that your argument is that 
Alexander’s legacy was weak as a result of his failure to establish a 

lasting political system answers the “so what?” question.12 

 
 

 
 

                                                           
12 Ibid. 



 

Topic Sentences 

Every body paragraph should include a topic sentence that identifies the main idea of the paragraph. A 

topic sentence also states the point the writer wishes to make about that subject. Generally, the topic 

sentence appears at the beginning of the paragraph. It is often the paragraph’s very first sentence. A 

paragraph’s topic sentence must be general enough to express the paragraph’s overall subject. But it 

should be specific enough that the reader can understand the paragraph’s main subject and point.13  

 

Why is the first sentence in the following paragraph not a good topic sentence? 

James Forman was born on October 4, 1928 in Chicago, Illinois.  When Forman was around the age of six he had his 

first experience with racial segregation. While visiting an aunt in Tennessee, Forman attempted to buy a Coca-Cola 

from a local drugstore. He was told that if he wanted to buy one that he would have to drink it in the back and not at 

the counter. Confused, Forman asked why and was told "Boy, you're a nigger." This was the first time in his life he 

realized that because of the color of his skin there were "things [he] could and could not do, and other people had the 

‘right’ to tell [him] what [he] could and could not do.” 

 

 

The following examples show how a topic sentence (in bold) can unify a paragraph and how by introducing the 

paragraph’s topic the sentence makes it easier for a reader to follow the main point: 

 

Fruits contain many nutrients and offer a variety of health benefits. Oranges contain Vitamin C, a vitamin that 

people widely recognize as helpful in maintaining immunity and fighting colds. The high potassium and low sodium 

contents in bananas help regulate blood pressure. Apples have fiber, which aids the body’s digestive system. The 

antioxidants in blueberries aid the body in many ways, including by reducing free radicals. 

 

A post-secondary education can have very positive effects on income and employment.  Numerous studies 

conducted in the United States over the past ten years have demonstrated that earnings for anyone with a post-

secondary education are on average twenty percent higher than the earnings of those whose education stopped with 

a high school diploma.  Incomes are higher still for those with four-year degrees, and even higher at the master’s 

and doctoral levels.  Regardless of the post-secondary degree level, graduates are fifteen percent less likely to be 

laid off in difficult economic times.14 

Topic Sentence Exercise 

Write a topic sentence for the following paragraph. 

 

During the 1990s, I really enjoyed watching Friends on television every Thursday night. I really wanted 

Rachel’s haircut—I think every girl wanted Rachel’s haircut back then! Rachel’s haircut went really well 

with the Guess Jeans that were so popular in the 1990s. I remember all the advertisements for Guess and 

Calvin Klein Jeans that were in each month’s Sassy magazine. I don’t think Sassy magazine exists 

anymore, but it was one of the most popular magazines for young women in the 1990s.15 

 

                                                           
13 “Topic Sentences,”  Purdue Owl Engagement, Date of Access, January 28, 2017, 

https://owl.english.purdue.edu/engagement/2/1/29/. 
14 “Topic Sentences,” Thompson Writing Program, Duke University, Date of Access, January 15, 2017, 

http://twp.duke.edu/uploads/media_items/dws-topic-sentences-handout.original.pdf. 
15 “Topic Sentences,”  Purdue. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chicago
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Racial_segregation
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Coca-Cola
https://owl.english.purdue.edu/engagement/2/1/29/
http://twp.duke.edu/uploads/media_items/dws-topic-sentences-handout.original.pdf


 

Creating an Outline; how to structure your paper 
 

An outline both organizes and maps out your paper.  It looks like a bulleted list that employs numbers and 
letters to identify the primary topics and sub-points of each section in your paper.  It is helpful to draft and 
outline early on in your paper.  As you delve further into your research, your outline can be expanded to 
become more specific and you can change the order of your sections to fit the needs of your writing.  

 

For a long research paper, you will need to think about how you want to organize your research. Doing 
this in advance will help you plan your argument, order your research, and cite your research properly. 
Being organized from the beginning and having these steps completed will greatly help once you sit down 
to write the paper. 

 

There are many ways to structure a historical research paper. Below are some often used methods: 

 

 

 Chronological: Many people opt for chronological organization, where the paper tells the story 

of an event in chronological order, with analysis woven in throughout. The outline above adopts 

chronology for the basis of its structure. This structure is often best when you are trying to 

demonstrate cause and effect. This works because early on you establish what happened and 

then you can use a past event to explain how it led to the next round of events. 

 

 Thematic: If you are writing a paper where you are comparing a variety of events, cultures, or 

people, a thematic structure may work best. So, for example, an outline for a paper comparing 

the military leadership of Augustus and Tiberius may divide the paper up by areas of leadership 

(command in the field, control of the Senate, use of tax revenue, etc.). This would allow the 

author to compare two or more figures simultaneously by looking at one theme at a time. 

 

 Categorical: Like the thematic method, organizing your paper by categories allows you to 

compare people and events. If, for example, you are writing about the peacekeeping efforts of 

Nelson Mandela and Mahatma Gandhi, you could write the first part of the paper on Mandela, 

looking at his personal history, his work in civil rights, and then his use of the international 

community for South Africa. You could then utilize the same structure to examine Mahatma 

Gandhi. 

 

 

How you organize your outline is up to you. There is no inherently right or wrong way to organize your 

information, but you want to think about your outline in terms of building an argument. Which structure 

will allow you to most effectively present and build your argument? What knowledge do you need to 

present first, in order to analyze and set up the next section? 

 

Remember, too, that your outline serves as a map of your paper, but it does not have to be a static 

one. You can edit your outline and structure the whole way through the process.16 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                           
16 Alford, “A Guide to Writing the Research Paper,” pp. 10-11. 



 

Student’s (Your) Name 

Mr. DeNardo Period 4, March 23, 2020 
 

Outline 
 

Thesis Question:  Was Franklin Delano Roosevelt more of a hero or a villain regarding the actions he took 

during the Great Depression? 
 

Thesis:  Franklin Delano Roosevelt took advantage of the Great Depression to become a virtual dictator by 

giving the federal government much more power than ever before, by attempting to thwart the separation 

of powers, and by continuing to seek re-election past the traditional two term limit. 
 

 

I. Introduction and Thesis 
 

II. Historical Background:  The Great Depression and the New Deal 
 

 A. Onset of the Great Depression 

      Topic Sentence: A number of key factors led to the collapse of the U.S. economy, which in turn   

                 led to the election of Franklin Roosevelt. 
 

B.  Hoover’s Efforts to Battle the Depression 

         Topic Sentence: After taking little government action at first, President Herbert Hoover    

          gradually increased government attempts to revive the economy. 
 

C. FDR and the New Deal 

          Topic Sentence: When Franklin Roosevelt came to power, he took extraordinary measures to get   

          the economy going again. 
 

III. FDR Dangerously Expanded Control of the Federal Government During the Depression 
 

A.  Taking Control of Businesses: the National Recovery Administration (NRA) 
 

    B.  Leading the Nation into Socialism: the Tennessee Valley Authority (TVA), Social Security, the 

      Works Progress Administration (WPA) 
 

C.  Government Control of Farms: the Agricultural Adjustment Administration (AAA) 
 

IV. FDR Attempted to Take Over the Judicial Branch 
 

A.  FDR’s Court Packing Scheme  
 

B.  Public Outrage from Citizens, Republicans, and Democrats 
 

V.FDR Failed to Step Down After Two Terms in Office 
 

A.  George Washington Established Tradition of Only Two Terms 
 

B.  No President Had Ever Served More than Two Terms 
 

C. FDR Elected Four Times in a Row 
 

VI. Counterargument to Thesis:  FDR was a Hero 
 

            A. Acknowledgement of Reasons why Someone Might Consider the Alternate Point of View 
 

B. Refutation of the Counterarguments 
 

VII.  Conclusion 



 

 

FOOTNOTES 

In accordance with proper Chicago Style (the official citation style for history), all research should be 

cited with footnotes. Throughout your paper you will have many footnotes—probably around 3-5 per 
page. If you have fewer than 3 per page, you are likely not providing enough research (or perhaps not 

providing proper credit), and if you have more than 5 footnotes per page, you are perhaps including too 
much research without proper analysis.17 
 

To create a footnote in GoogleDocs, place the cursor where you want the footnote, pull down the 

“Insert” menu at the top, go down to“Footnote” and click, and type the footnote citation 

 

To create a footnote in Microsoft Word, place the cursor where you want the footnote, click on the 

“References” tab, select “Insert Footnote,” and type the footnote citation 

 

A footnote will be a little number at the end of the sentence, after the punctuation of the passage you are citing.  

Remember also that footnotes run in a continuous sequence from the beginning of your paper until the end.  That 

means you will only have one footnote in your paper with the number 1—that will be the very first footnote of your 

paper.  The second footnote will be numbered 2 and so on. 

 

There are many reference guides available for how to cite information in a footnote using proper Chicago 

Style. The easiest guide is the Chicago Manual of Style website: 

 

http://www.chicagomanualofstyle.org/tools_citationguide.html 

 

Since the most common citations you need are for a book or a website, below are the basic formations for 

the proper footnote for both of those sources. 

 

 Footnote for a book18
 

o Look at the example footnote 18 below at the bottom of the page. Notice that the 
author’s name comes first, then the title of the book is put in italics. The publishing 
information—the city of the publisher, the publisher, and the copyright date—are all 
put into parenthesis. Lastly, a specific page number is listed followed by a period. 

 

 Footnote for a website19
 

o Look at the example footnote 19 below. Notice that when there is no explicit author, you 
put the title of the article first, in quotation marks. The publisher of the website, the date 
you accessed the page, and the URL follow.   DO NOT cite the publisher (in this case 
PBS) as the author.  It is the publisher and will be listed AFTER the title of the article. 

 

REMEMBER: EVERY FOOTNOTED CITATION MUST ALSO 

APPEAR ON THE WORKS CITED PAGE 
 

 

 

                                                           

 17 Jules R. Benjamin, A Student’s Guide to History (New York: Bedford/St. Martins, 2007), 31. 

 18 Max Weber, The Sociology of Religion (Boston: Beacon Press, 1993), 167. 

 19 “Edicts of Ashoka,” PBS, Date of Access March 10, 2018, http://www.pbs.org/thestoryofindia/gallery/photos/6.html. 

http://www.chicagomanualofstyle.org/tools_citationguide.html


 

When you use a source more than once, give a complete citation  

the first time and an abbreviated citation every time after that 

The first time you cite a source, you must put a full citation, which usually includes the author’s name, 

the title of the source, publishing information, and page numbers. Or, when citing a website, you need 

the author’s name (only if available), the title of the article, the publisher, the date accessed, and the 

URL.  Every subsequent time, however, you only need to provide the last name of the author (again 

only if available) and title of the book or article (and page number if from a book). 

 

 

Use of Ibid. 

“Ibid.” is an abbreviation for the Latin word ibidem, meaning “in the same place.” In instances where you are citing from the 

same source several times in a row, you should use “Ibid.” instead of rewriting the entire citation.  Since Ibid. is an abbreviation 

it must always end with a PERIOD.  See footnotes 3, 11, 12, 13, 14 and 26 in this packet for examples.  

 
 

Footnotes versus Footer 

Students commonly try to put all of their citations in a “footer.” This is not an accurate way to cite. 

Your citations should not repeat every page. You further need a separate citation every single time you 

cite, because you likely are pulling information from various pages of your sources.20 
 

 

In addition to the basic footnote examples above, the following link will 

show you how to properly format footnotes from a myriad of source types:  

 

https://www.easybib.com/guides/citation-guides/chicago-turabian/footnotes/ 
 

 

 

Plagiarism vs. Citing Sources Properly 
Plagiarism is copying even one sentence from a source, “semi-copying” or altering some words from a 

source, or taking someone else’s ideas and not giving them explicit credit. Plagiarism is a serious offence 

and will result in an F for this entire research paper. Here are some tips to help you avoid that trap: 

 

For example, the following helpful hints come from another source:  

 

 “Document EVERY quotation, paragraph, or crucial idea that you borrow from a source.” 

 

 “Document those facts which you cannot consider common textbook knowledge–– 

especially those which could be controversial or which are crucial to the development of 

your argument, thesis, or narrative” 

 

 “If there get to be too many citations, combine some or all that refer to a given paragraph. 

However, never make one citation cover material in more than one paragraph.”  

 

 “When in doubt, footnote.” 21 

                                                           
20 Alford, “A Guide to Writing the Research Paper,” pp. 15-16. 
21 Theron Schlabach, “The Ten Commandments of Good Historical Writing,” Date of Access, January 29, 2017, 

http://www.geraldschlabach.net/about/relationships/benedictine/courses/handouts/historical-writing/. 

https://www.easybib.com/guides/citation-guides/chicago-turabian/footnotes/
http://www.geraldschlabach.net/about/relationships/benedictine/courses/handouts/historical-writing/


 

Can you locate the thirteen errors in the following 

example footnotes at the bottom of this page? 

 

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX.22  XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX. 

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX

XXXXXXXXXXX.23 XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX

XXXXX.XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX.24 XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX. 

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX

XXXXXXXXXXX25XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX.26 

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX.27  XXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX

XXXXXXXXXX.28XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX. 

 

                                                           
22 McGovern, George, The Third Freedom: Ending Hunger in Our Time (New York: Simon & Schuster, 2001), pg. 

100. 
23 Ibid., pg. 214.   

24 Gandy and Alimuddin Zumla, The Return of the White Plague : Global Poverty and the "New" Tuberculosis (Verso, New  

York 2003), pg. 223. 

 
25 Ibid 
26 “Alice Paul,” Americans Who Tell The Truth, http://www.americanswhotellthetruth.org/portraits/alice-paul, Date of 

Access February 22, 2019. 
27 The Civil War, a Narrative: Red River to Appomattox, Shelby Foote. (New York: Vintage, 1986), pg. 110. 

28 George, The Third Freedom, pg. 177 



 

                         Works Cited Page Instructions 
 

 
Footnotes versus Works Cited Page entry 

Footnotes are used when you are showing the reader specifically where information from that source is 

being used.  A works cited page, on the other hand, gives the reader a complete, easy to use list of all 

the sources cited in your paper. 

 

Placement 

The works cited page should come at the end of your paper.  

 

Format 

The works cited page should be alphabetized by authors’ last names (or, when no author is available, by 

the title).  The sources should be double spaced, and there should be double spacing between each source. 

 

While somewhat tedious, typing up the Works Cited Page is not difficult, and is recommended by Mr. D.  

Online tools like EasyBib and Noodle Tools can help generate a (somewhat) correctly done works cited 

page, but it often generates clutter such as “Author unknown,” “N/A,”  “Not available,” etc. into your 

citations.  If you use these tools, be sure to get rid of all that superfluous “information” (really non-

information) that clogs up the entry. 

 

It is important to note that the format used for a footnote varies slightly from the format used for a 

works cited entry. One example of this is that in a footnote, the first name of the author comes first. In 

a works cited page citation, the last name comes first. See the example below: 

 

 

                                                  Footnote Citation: 

            29Emile Durkheim, The Elementary Forms of Religious Life (New York: 

Oxford, University Press, 2001), p. 65. 

 

 

                                              Works Cited Page Citation: 

Durkheim, Emile. The Elementary Forms of Religious Life. New York: Oxford 

University Press, 2001. 

 

 

 

Notice that when writing a works cited page citation, the last name comes first, followed by the first 

name. Periods separate all major information—author’s name, title, publishing information. The first line 

of each entry is flush to the far left, but each line after that is indented in five spaces.  Lastly, unless you 

only used one single portion of the book (like one chapter), you do not need to cite a specific page number 

on the works cited page.30 

 

For a sample works cited page, please see the works cited page to this 

research paper guide on the last page of this packet. 
 

                                                           
29 Emile Durkheim, The Elementary Forms of Religious Life (New York: Oxford, University Press, 2001), p. 65. 
30 Alford, “A Guide to Writing the Research,”17. 



 

 

Can you locate the 13 errors in the following example Works Cited 

Page? 

 

Works Cited Page 

 

Cornish, Dudley.  The Sable Arm: Black Troops in the Union Army, 1861-65.  Lawrence: University Press      

  of Kansas, 1987.  

 

Wills, Brian.  A Battle from the Start: The Life of Nathan Bedford Forrest.  Harper Collins: New York,   

  1992. 

 

Democracy and Other Neoliberal Fantasies: Communicative Capitalism and Left Politics.  Dean, Jodi.  

Durham: Duke University Press, 2009.   

 

The New York Public Library. "History." Date of Access December 22, 2008. 

http://www.nypl.org/pr/history.cfm. 

 

Pennacchio, Charles. "The East German Communists and the Origins of the Berlin Blockade  

Crisis." East European Quarterly, Vol. 29, no. 3 (Fall 1995).  Accessed January 4, 2012. 

https://www.mtholyoke.edu/acad/intrel/penna.htm. 

 

Welter, Barbara, "The Cult of True Womanhood: 1820-1860." American Quarterly 18, No. 2 (1966); 151- 

74.  Date of Access August 8, 2012. http://www.jstor.org/.   

 

Smith-Rosenberg, Carroll. "The Female World of Love and Ritual: Relations Between Women in  

 Nineteenth-Century America." Signs 1, no.1 (1975): 1-30.  

 

 

Stephen Toulmin.  Cosmopolis: The Hidden Agenda of Modernism.  Chicago: University of Chicago  

Press. 

 

http://www.un.org/en/globalissues/humanrights/.saz. United Nations. "Human Rights." Date of Access  

May 29, 2013.  

 

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services Office on Women's Health. The Healthy Woman: A  

Complete Guide for All Ages. Washington, DC: Government Printing Office, 2008.  

 

Yetman, Norman.  “Born in Slavery: An Introduction to the WPA Slave Narratives.”  Library of Congress.  

http://www.loc.gov/loc/lcib/0104/slaves.html 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.loc.gov/loc/lcib/0104/slaves.html


 

ANALYSIS OF RESEARCH  

(Explaining the relevance of your source information) 
 

 

Because the goal of this paper is to express your own argument, it is vital that you not simply copy and paste facts that you 

have found into a paper, but instead you must analyze each piece of information that you provide in support of your thesis. 

Typically, you should have at least 2-3 sentences after your quotation or set of facts, explaining the information and arguing 

why this information supports your topic sentence and/or thesis statement. To begin the first stages of analysis, make sure you 

can explain in your own words how each piece of research you have collected supports your argument. See the example 

below. For clarity, the analysis has been put into italics: 

 

I. Introduction 

A. Thesis: If Europe had supported Germany economically after World War I, as the United States 

attempted to do, Germany would not have become so desperate, and Hitler would not have been able to 

rise to power. 

 

II. Aftermath of World War I 

A. Treaty of Versailles 

It is hard to imagine how severely the treaty punished Germany. The defeated nation lost 25,000 

square miles of territory and 7 million people, largely to Poland and France, and all of its former 
colonies were transferred to other countries.  It was prohibited from having an air force or 

submarines, with severe limits to its army. Also, it was forced to pay reparations of $442 billion 
in 2018 money.   As tough as these provisions were, the harshest was Article 231. It was also 

known as the “war guilt” clause. It placed sole responsibility for the war on Germany’s 

shoulders.”31 Though all European countries suffered from the aftermath of World War I, 
Germany suffered the most. They were blamed for the war, which caused resentment on their 

part. Further, their debt caused their economy to collapse. This debt made them desperate for 

anything or anyone who could help pull them out of an economic crisis. 

 

 

III. Hitler’s rise to power 

A. Mein Kampf 

1. Mein Kampf was an autobiography that Hitler wrote while in prison. It described his political 

ideas and suggested that all races other than the Aryan race were inferior. He promised to rid 
Germany of non-Aryans and regain Germany’s rightful territory, which they lost in World War 

I.32 Though originally this book was not popular, ultimately Hitler’s ideas gained power within 
Europe. People were so desperate for change that they were open to scapegoating and willing to 

believe anything that sounded like it could improve their lives.. 

 

IV. Economic conditions in Europe 

       A.Appeasement 

1.Britain was scared of another war. They did not have the economy to support another war, and 

World War I had destroyed the morale of its population.  They took the strategy of appeasement, 

hoping that by giving in to Hitler, they could avoid another war.33   Economic conditions dominated 

international policy following World War I. Japan, Italy, and Germany were all desperate for 

solutions to their economic crises.  France, Britain, and the U.S. were too scared to take action. 

This combination of anger against fear launched the world into World War II. 

        V.Conclusion 

                                                           
31 Roger Beck et al., Modern World History: Patterns of Interaction (Illinois: McDougall Littell, 2009), p. 425 
32 Beck, p. 478. 

 33 “Adolf Hitler’s Rise to Power,” Dickinson State University, Date of Access March 10, 

2018,  http://www2.dsu.nodak.edu/users/dmeier/Holocaust/hitler.html.  

http://www2.dsu.nodak.edu/users/dmeier/Holocaust/hitler.html.


 

 

 

Making Analysis Your Own 
 

 

The analysis portion of your writing is the portion that is distinctly your own. 

This is the part of your paper where you input your own ideas and you draw 

conclusions based on the research you have collected in support of your 

argument. When analyzing your research to support your argument, there are a 

few easy ways to make sure your analysis stays your own: 

 

 

 You can summarize, but make sure you do it in context. Do not 

simply restate what another author has said. You can, however, explain 

how this research fits into your own collection of research and the 

narrative you are creating through your argument. Explain what the 

research means as it pertains to your thesis. 

 

 Focus on the significance of the evidence. Return to the “so what?” 
question. When you put research into your paper, use your analysis to 
explain how and why this research has significance to your overall 

argument. 

 

 Connect it explicitly to your thesis. Do not leave your reader 
guessing, and do not assume your reader agrees with you. Make your 
connections clear and explain exactly how your research supports your 

argument. 

 

 Avoid useless language. Do not bother with sentences like “I think…” 

or “This supports my thesis because…” When writing a research paper, 

your thesis and analysis are your own, so your voice and opinion are 

always implied.  You do not need to bother explaining that this is your 

opinion specifically. Your citations will help delineate what 
is your own idea and what are others’ ideas.34 

 

 

 
                                                           

 34 Alford, “A Guide to Writing the Research Paper,” pp. 19-20. 



 

          WRITING THE FIRST DRAFT 

The first draft of the paper can feel intimidating. If you have carefully followed the steps of the 

research process, however, you should already have a solid foundation of research, which has 

been carefully organized, cited, and analyzed. If you have done all those steps, writing the first 

draft should be relatively straightforward. It is important, when writing the first draft, to 

consider the function of each paragraph. Accordingly there are descriptions of each type of 

paragraph below: 

 

The Introduction 

The introduction is the reader’s first impression of your paper, so it is important that it is well-

constructed. Your introduction must include: 

 

 A general overview of your paper 

 

 Your thesis statement 
 

 A “road map” of your argument that gives the reader a preview of how you are proving 

your argument 

 

Most often, you will be encouraged to write in a “reverse pyramid” structure, beginning your 
introduction with very general information, getting more specific as the paragraph goes on, and 
ending with your very specific and unique thesis statement.  
 
 

YOU MUST INCLUDE YOUR THESIS STATEMENT IN THE INTRODUCTION. Students 

sometimes want to start their papers with a question, and then slowly answer that question over 

the course of the paper. It is OK, when coming up with a thesis, to start with a question, but you 

do not want your reader to feel like he or she is on a treasure hunt. Remember, after reading your 

paper, your reader will hopefully be convinced of your argument. If you do not state what that 

argument is from the beginning, however, you decrease the odds that the reader will understand 

the goal of your paper.35 

 

Body Paragraphs 

The body paragraphs of your paper make up the meat of your argument. In general, you should 

have only one idea or main point per paragraph. Each paragraph should be around 5-7 sentences, 

though this may vary with some paragraphs ending up a bit longer when you have either a large 

block quotation or when you are making important and complex analysis of your research. 

 

There are several components to the body paragraphs. 

 

 A topic sentence: Your topic sentence should both transition from the preceding 

paragraph and state the general topic of the present paragraph. 

 

                                                           
35 Ibid., 21.  



 

 

 

 

 Research: As explained above, you must always support your argument with research. 

A body paragraph is not complete without some research (and therefore, a citation to 

your source). This research may appear as a set of facts via a direct quotation or a 

paraphrased passage.  As you write your first draft, leave spaces or insert brackets to 

indicate areas for which you still need information. 

 

 Analysis: Since this is not simply a report, you must fully analyze your research to 

explain it in the context of your topic and demonstrate how it supports your argument. 

 

 Concluding sentence: This sentence summarizes the point of your paragraph and should 

also, when appropriate, help transition to the following paragraph. 

 

 

Notice that both your research and analysis should be complete before you begin your first draft. 

You are thus mostly working on your transitions when you write the first draft, and also making 

sure that each paragraph has a point that is clearly and accurately presented.36 

 

 

The Conclusion 

The biggest mistake students make when writing conclusions is to simply summarize what they 

have already written in the paper. While yes, the conclusion should function to wrap up your 

paper—and so you will need to restate your argument and provide a brief recap as to how you 

supported it—your conclusion serves an even more important role: explaining why your paper 

matters. You want your reader to come away from your paper thinking that it was worth his or 

her time to read it. A good conclusion therefore explains why this paper is important.  The 

easiest way to accomplish this is to connect your very specific thesis to a larger context. Explain 

how your argument changes our perspective on history, or why your argument encourages a 

different course of action for humans. Showing how your argument can have a real, concrete 

impact on the world will make the reader feel validated for taking the time to read your paper.37

                                                           

 36 Alford, “A Guide to Writing the Research Paper,” 23.  

 37 “Conclusions,” The Writing Center at UNC Chapel Hill, accessed March 10, 2018, 

http://writingcenter.unc.edu/handouts/conclusions/. 

http://writingcenter.unc.edu/handouts/conclusions/


 

THE FINAL DRAFT 

 

After all the work you have put into the paper, turning a rough draft into a final draft can feel 

painful. At this point you may be sick of your topic, you might not remember where you read 

various facts (which is indeed why it is so important to organize your information in your 

Annotated Bibliography, so you never lose track of information!), and you are likely generally 

burnt out from the entire research paper process.  The final draft, however, is the most important 

draft. This is the draft that earns the grade. As a professional, this would be the draft that gets 

published. So how do you turn a rough draft into a final draft? There are several steps to editing: 

 

 Correct all spelling and grammatical errors. It is very important that you present a 

polished paper. Spelling and grammatical errors make your paper appear sloppy, and in 

turn, your argument becomes less credible if you have clearly not taken the time to polish 

your writing. 

 

 Reconsider your structure and the flow of the paper. Does your argument make sense 

in terms of the order your have presented it? Make sure there is a single overall 

consistent structure. Check your transitions and make sure that the movement between 

body paragraphs is fluid and not surprising or abrupt. 

 

 Make sure your paragraphs are not redundant or tangential. After all is said and 

done, sometimes you end up with several paragraphs that make essentially the same 

argument. Consider whether you really need them all. Try to delete any redundant 

arguments. Similarly, make sure you really need all of your paragraphs. Sometimes your 

research will send you on a tangent and in the final stages of editing you might realize 

that a particular piece of research is no longer necessary for your argument. 

 

 Check your citations carefully. Even if you have checked your citations 10 times 
already, check them again. Academic integrity is essential to your career as a student and 

a professional. 

 

 Step away from the paper. Put the paper out of sight for a few days. Do not research or 

read anything that pertains to your topic. Come back to your paper with “fresh eyes.” 

Doing so will help you read your own writing with a bit more perspective. Similarly, 

giving your paper to a parent, friend, or teacher for more feedback can be very helpful. 

 

Remember that when you write a research paper you are entering into an academic conversation.  

To this extent, you could edit forever while considering alternate perspectives, accumulating 

more research, fine tuning your argument in the context of new ideas, etc. At some point, you 

have to meet a deadline, so you have to wrap it up. If you have considered the above suggestions 

while editing, feel proud of all your work and turn that paper in!38

                                                           
38 Alford, “A Guide to Writing the Research Paper,” 24. 



 

 

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 

 

 

 

Why can’t I use Wikipedia? 

Wikipedia can be an excellent online resource. It is especially good when you are beginning to learn 

about a topic and want to learn the basics.   To this extent, it can be a resource when writing an academic 

paper. You SHOULD NOT, however, directly cite Wikipedia. This is because it does not meet the 

criteria to be a fully academic website, as described in the section on Academic Websites in “Collecting 

Evidence.” Wikipedia is not reviewed and edited by professionals in an academic institution and thus 

you cannot assume that all information on Wikipedia is accurate. The best way to use Wikipedia is to 

look directly at the citations on Wikipedia and to do your own fact checking using the original sources. 

 

 

 

Why can’t I use the first person? 

Using the first person (or writing statements like “I believe…”) in academic writing is not technically 

grammatically incorrect. It is, however, redundant. When someone picks up your paper to read it, that 

person assumes he or she will be reading a paper written by you, which will use research to explain and 

support your ideas. Your perspective is thus implied in your writing and there is no need to use “I” to 

signify it. Further, if you emphasize the subjectivity of your argument, you can also undermine the 

strength of your own position. Consider these two statements: “In my opinion, pugs are the best dogs in 

the world.” Or “Pugs are the best dogs in the world.” Your language is clearer and more potent when you 

leave out the first person. 

 

 

 

There aren’t any books on my topic. Do I have to change topics? 

Maybe, but it is unlikely. Before you decide that there is no research out there on your topic, make a 

consultation with a librarian. Students often are just not searching the right way. If, for example, you 

are writing a research paper on the Detroit car industry, you cannot always find results simply by 

searching “Detroit car industry.” You may need to search separately for “Detroit,” “cars,” 

“automobiles,” “transportation,” etc. It is very rare for a student to pick a topic on which no books are 

written. 

 
 

 

Why can’t I use just one book for my research paper? 

When researching, you will likely find one or two sources that you depend on for most of your research. 

It is OK if there is not a perfectly equal distribution of research from each source. It is important, 

however, for your research to come from a variety of sources. Remember that the goal of this paper is to 

“add something new” to the conversations among historians. If you simply regurgitate information from 

one or two books, you are not adding anything new, but simply repeating the work of others. If you use a 

wide variety of sources, you might not be making a completely new argument, but you will be proving 

this argument in a new way, which is an important part of the academic dialogue.39 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                           
39 Ibid., 25. 
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Outstanding 

 

Good 

Acceptable/Barely 

Acceptable 

 

Unsatisfactory 

Very 

Unsatisfactory 

Quantity of sources  

4 sources 

 

 

 

3 sources 

 

2 sources 

 

0-1 

Source Information 

Provided 

All source information 

is provided, incl. 

author if available, 

title, publisher, page 

#s if applicable, date 

of access to a website, 

web address, etc. 

 Most source 

information is 

provided, incl. author 

if available, title, 

publisher, page #s if 

applicable, date of 

access to website, web 

address, but 1 element 

may be missing 

Most source 

information is 

provided, incl. author 
if available, title, 

publisher, page #s if 

applicable, date of 
access to website, web 

address, but two 
elements may be 

missing 

Source 

information is 

not provided or 
is very 

incomplete 

Quality /Reliability of 

Sources 

(see “Guidelines for 

Critical Evaluation of 

Sources” pg. 10 of this 

packet) 

Student has clearly 

evaluated sources for 

authority, objectivity, 

and accuracy, etc.  

Student shows evidence 
of evaluating sources 

for authority, 

objectivity, and 
accuracy, but it is 

appears that one of the 

sources may lack 
credibility 

Addresses some of the 
elements from 

“Guidelines for Critical 

Evaluation of Sources.”  
However, it appears that 

two of the sources are not 

reliable or appropriate. 

Attempts to address 
some elements from 

“Guidelines for 

Critical Evaluation of 
Sources.”  However,  

most of the sources 

are not reliable or 
appropriate.  

Provides no 
evidence that 

sources have 

been evaluated 
for authority, 

objectivity, 

accuracy, etc. 

Variety of Sources 

--2 books/peer 

reviewed journal 

articles/government 

reports 

AND 2 primary 

sources 

Author has gathered 
information from a 

variety of sources, 

including books, journal 
articles, primary sources 

and university and/or 

government websites 

 

Author has gathered 
information from 

several types of 

sources: books, journal 
articles, primary 

sources, university 

and/or government 
websites 

Author has gathered 

information from 

several types of 

sources, but needs 

more book and 

primary sources 

Author has gathered 
information from two 

types of sources, but is 

too dependent on non-
academic website 

sources; needs to 

greatly expand source 
material 

No variety of 

sources; all or 

most sources 

are non-

academic 

websites. 

1-2 Sentences 

Summarizing the 

Source in your Own 

Words: Specifically 

What is this Source 

Exploring 

 Summary clearly 

describes the source 

and the author’s key 

ideas and conclusions 

Summary describes 

the source and 

author’s key ideas 

and conclusions, but 

has a few places that 

lack clarity. 

Summary includes a 

basic description of 

the source and 

author’s key ideas and 

conclusions;  some 

parts lack clarity 

Summary is 

confusing, too brief, 

and/or it appears to 

be a possibility that 

student 

misinterpreted the 

source’s content.   

Summaries not 

provided, include 

plagiarized text, 

and/or cover only 

article abstract; no 

proof that the 
student has read 

the sources. 

 

 

1-2 Sentences 

Articulating how 

Sources Are Relevant 

to Research Project 

Clearly explains why 

sources are relevant to 

research project.  

Sources are relevant 

for research project. 

Explains why 

sources are relevant 

to research project.  

However, one source 

is off-topic, 

tangential, and/or not 

of major relevance to 

the research project. 

Explains why sources 

are relevant to 

research project.  

However, two sources 

are off-topic, 

tangential, and/or not 

of major relevance to 

the research project. 

Attempts to explain 
why sources are 

relevant to research 

project.  However, 
most sources are off-

topic, tangential, 

and/or not of major 
relevance to the 

research project. 

Provides no 

explanations for 

why sources are 
relevant to 

research project 

and/or all of the 

sources are off-

topic and not 

relevant to the 

project. 

  

 

Detailed 

Notes/Relevant 

Evidence and Ideas 

from Sources 

Author has collected 4+  
relevant pieces of 

evidence or information 

from each source; notes 
are detailed enough that 

they will provide plenty 

of information to analyze 

Author has collected 4+ 

relevant pieces of 

evidence or info from 
each source, but at times 

evidence/info recorded 

may not be fully relevant 

to topic and/or evidence 

could be more detailed to 

make it more useful 

Author has collected 3 or 

more relevant pieces of 

evidence or information 
from each source, but 

sometimes the info is not 

relevant to the topic and/or 

the info is sometimes too 

general, limiting its 

potential usefulness 

Author has collected 1-

2 relevant pieces of 

evidence or information 
from each source, but 

the information is often 

not relevant and/or 

often way too general to 

be useful 

Author has not 

taken notes on the 

sources or the 
notes taken are 

not relevant to the 

topic and/or are 

lacking enough 

detail to be useful 

  

 

 

Paraphrased Notes 

More than half of the notes 

written down in the 

Annotated Bibliography 
have been clearly 

paraphrased in student’s 

own words 

Half of the notes written 

down in the Annotated 

Bibliography have been 
clearly paraphrased in 

student’s own words 

Somewhat less than half of 

the notes written down in 

the Annotated 
Bibliography have been 

clearly paraphrased; some 

“paraphrased” entries may 

give the impression that 

the words used are too 

close to the original 

Only small portion of  

notes written in the 

Annotated Bibliography 
have been clearly 

paraphrased; some 

“paraphrased” entries 

give the impression that 

the words used are too 

close to the original 

None of the notes 

written down in 

the Annotated 
Bibliography have 

been paraphrased; 

they are all direct 

quotes 
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Outline Rubric 
 Excellent Good Satisfactory Unsatisfactory 

FORMATTING     

 No mistakes in any of the 

following: 

Outline is typed with 12-point 
standard font, 1” margins 

Thesis Question and thesis follow 

the heading 
Correct use and spacing of Roman 

numerals, letters & correct 

capitalization 

1 mistake in any of the 

following: 

Outline is typed with 12-point 
standard font, 1” margins 

Thesis Question and thesis follow 

the heading 
Correct use and spacing of Roman 

numerals, letters & correct 

capitalization 

2 mistakes in any of the 

following: 

Outline is typed with 12-point 
standard font, 1” margins 

Thesis Question and thesis follow 

the heading 
Correct use and spacing of Roman 

numerals, letters & correct 

capitalization 

More than 2 mistakes in any of the 

following: 

Outline is typed with 12-point standard 
font, 1” margins 

Thesis Question and thesis follow the 

heading 
Correct use and spacing of Roman 

numerals, letters & correct 

capitalization 

CONTENT      

Thesis answers 

the Thesis 

Question 

The Thesis Statement is one 

clear and concise sentence that 

presents the paper’s argument 

and very effectively answers all 

parts of the Thesis Question 

The Thesis Statement is one 

clear and concise sentence that 

presents the paper’s argument 

and effectively answers all 

parts of the Thesis Question 

The Thesis Statement is one 

sentence that presents the 

paper’s argument and answers 

the Thesis Question, but may 

be too wordy and/or may lack 

clarity in places 

There is no Thesis Statement  

OR   the author’s intended Thesis     

        Statement does not answer the   

        Thesis Question  

OR   it is a statement of fact, not a  
        thesis 

OR   it is poorly worded so that the  

         meaning is not clear 
OR   it does not answer all parts of the  

        Thesis Question 

Topics support 

answer to Thesis 

Question 

Each Roman numeral in the 

outline very effectively 

identifies a topic supporting the 

author’s answer to the Thesis 

Question 

Each Roman numeral in the 

outline effectively identifies a 

topic supporting the author’s 

answer to the Thesis Question 

Each topic in the outline identifies 
a topic supporting the author’s 

answer to the Thesis Question, but 

one or more need to be reworded 
and/or are not specific enough 

One or more of the Roman 

numerals does not identify a topic 

supporting the author’s answer to 

the Thesis Question or does so 

only tangentially 

Includes 5 + 

topics with at 

least 2 subtopics 

per  topic (not 

incl. Intro or 

Conclusion) 

5+ Roman numerals (topics) 

with two subtopics per topic 

(not incl. Intro or Conclusion) 

 

 4 Roman numerals (topics) 

with two subtopics per topic 

(not incl. Intro or Conclusion) 

Fewer than four Roman numerals 

(topics) (not incl. Intro or Conclusion) 
AND/OR 

Not all topics have at least 2 subtopics 

per topic 

 

Subtopics 

support topics 

 

 

Each Roman numeral (topic) is 
broken down into two or more 

specific parts (subtopics) that very 

effectively show what information 
the author will cover when 

addressing that topic 

Each Roman numeral (topic) is 
broken down into two or more 

specific parts (subtopics) that 

effectively show what information 
the author will cover when 

addressing that topic 

Each Roman numeral (topic) 

is broken down into two or 

more specific parts 

(subtopics), but one or more 

need to be reworded and/or 

are not specific enough  

One or more of the subtopics are 

not effectively related to the topic  

AND/OR 

Not all topics have at least 2 

subtopics per topic 

 

Written-out 

topic sentences 

for first body 

section of 

outline 

 

 

For the 1st body section of the 

outline—Roman numeral II (after 

Roman numeral I—the Intro ¶), topic 
sentences (TS) have been provided 

for each subtopic. These TS are an 

excellent balance between specifics 
and generalities.  They are both 

general enough to include everything 

that would be included in that 
subtopic area & specific enough that 

they can be thoroughly discussed in 

1-2 paragraphs 

For the first body section of the 
outline— Roman numeral II (after 

Roman numeral I—the Introductory 

¶), topic sentences (TS) have been 

provided for each subtopic.  These 

TS are a good balance between 

specifics and generalities.  They are 

both general enough to include 
everything that would be included in 

that subtopic area and specific 

enough that they can be thoroughly 

discussed in 1-2 paragraphs 

For the first body section of the 

outline— Roman numeral II (after 

Roman numeral I—the 
Introductory ¶)),  topic sentences 

have been attempted.  However, 

they are either so specific that 
they will not be able to contain 

everything that would be included 

in that paragraph/subtopic area or 
so general that they cannot be 

thoroughly developed in 1-2 

paragraphs 

 

 

No topic sentences have 

been provided.  Thus, it is 

impossible to know whether 

or not the student 

understands what an 

effective topic sentence is. 
 

MECHANICS      
Writing follows 
conventions of 

standard English: 

spelling, 
punctuation, 

capitalization, 

parallel structure. 

No errors 1 error 2 errors More than two errors: 
Spelling, Punctuation, Capitalization 

Subject/Verb agreement 

Incorrect verb tense—past tense when 
present tense should be used, etc. 

Complete sentences instead of phrasing 

Lack of parallel structure 

  

    18-20 (A)  Very well done in many/most aspects      

    16-17 (B)   Overall well done, but there are some areas that can be improved upon                  

    14-15 (C)   Satisfactorily completed most of the above, but quite a bit of room for improvement  

    12-13 (D)   Incomplete and/or very much room for improvement   

    Below 12  (F) Very incomplete and/or vast room for improvement                                Outline Grade: ________     



 

 

Name of the Student Whose Work is Being Evaluated  _____________________________ 
 

 

Name of Student Who Evaluated the Work    ______________________________ 
 

 

 
 

RUBRIC: 

TITLE PAGE & FIRST FOUR PAGES OF PAPER WITH FOOTNOTES 
 

 

 

Write the paper’s THESIS QUESTION HERE:  

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Title Page YES, Very 

Well Done 

YES, 

Adequately 

Done 

NO 

Is there a title page with the complete Thesis Question, the title of the paper, the student’s name, 

teacher’s name, and date submitted? 

   

Does the title use vivid, impactful language that captures the interest of the reader? 

Note:  The title should be in this format: 
 

Clever/catchy part of the title: a brief, succinct answer to your Thesis Question (but NOT the entire 

thesis statement) 
 

   

How clearly does the title indicate the THESIS of the paper, that is, does it let the reader know in 

general what the answer to the Thesis Question will be? 
 

   

 

 

Format YES, Very 

Well Done 

YES, 

Adequately 

Done 

NO 

Has the author/student written 4+ complete pages (not including title page), double-spaced using 12-

point Times Roman font with one inch margins? 

                                      If not, how many pages has the student completed?  _________ 

   

Has the student avoided having extra space between paragraphs? 

 
   

Has the student numbered the pages of the paper? 

 
   

 

In the paper, identify the author’s thesis and underline it/highlight 

it/put an asterisk next to it.  

 
Thesis to Be Proved YES, Very 

Well Done 

YES, 

Adequatel

y Done 

NO 

In the introductory paragraph, does the author provide 3-4 sentences of brief historical background 

about the subject of the paper (and no more) without going into the subject in detail (which will be 

done in the body of the paper)? 

   

Does the thesis statement give a very clear answer to the Thesis Question, and is it both arguable and 

provable? 

   

Does the thesis statement include mention of the topics that the author will use to prove their 

argument (organizational thesis)?   

   

Is the thesis statement powerful and persuasive, sophisticated and original?  

 

 

   



 

Body of the Paper YES, Very 

Well Done 

YES, 
Adequately 

Done 

NO 

Does the paper give the reader 1-3 (no more than 3) appropriate historical background information 

paragraphs that go beyond what was learned in class and are necessary to understanding the rest of 

the paper?  [To be clear—do NOT just recap what we learned in class as your historical background]  

SHOULD BE NO MORE THAN 1 TO 1 ½ PAGES 

   

Does each body paragraph start with a topic sentence that tells what the paragraph will be about, is 

supported by evidence in the paragraph, and offers part of the answer to the Thesis Question? 

 

Circle any of the following that apply: 
Entire essay is very thoughtfully organized with very effective, relevant topic sentences. 

Essay is well organized with mostly effective and relevant topic sentences. 

Essay has adequately effective topic sentences. 

In 1-2 paragraphs, the topic sentences do not adequately reflect the content of that paragraph. 

In 3+ paragraphs, the topic sentences do not adequately reflect the content of that paragraph. 

Topic sentences do not tie back clearly enough to the stated thesis. 

   

 

Read through just the topic sentences of the paper.  Is the paper well organized with good flow? 
 

   

Does the paper have strong transition sentences that smoothly move the reader from one paragraph to 

the next? 
 

   

Evidence:  Does the paper display excellent research with ample 

and appropriate examples throughout?  

--Provides plentiful and relevant researched factual details 

--Provides abundant evidence to support the thesis 

 

(THIS WILL BE WEIGHTED VERY HEAVILY) 
 

   

 

Analysis:  Does the author always provide 1-2 sentences after any 

quotation or set of facts, explaining the information and how/ why 

this information supports that paragraph’s topic sentence and/or 

overall thesis statement?  

(THIS WILL ALSO BE WEIGHTED VERY HEAVILY) 
 

   

Has the author avoided just sticking direct quotations into the paper into the paper?  Are all 

quotations both attributed to a specific person (i.e. According to Harvard Professor Bernard  

Johnson . . . ) and blended into the student’s text (not stand alone sentences)?   

                                                                                                                                                      N/A _______ 

 

   

 
 

Written Expression 
YES, Very 

Well Done 

YES, 

Adequately 

Done 

NO 

As far as you can tell, is the paper entirely in the student’s own words except in the occasional use of a 

direct quote?  If there are any places where the language used appears to be at a level of sophistication 

set apart from the rest of the paper, list page numbers and questionable phrases here: 
 

 

 

   

Is the paper ENTIRELY free of spelling, punctuation, and capitalization errors?  
 

 (0-2 errors very well done; 3-5 errors adequately done; more than 5 errors not adequately done) 
 

   

Is the paper ENTIRELY free of grammar errors such as: incorrect verb tense, 

switching verb tenses, sentence fragments, run-on sentences (joining two 

independent clauses without punctuation or appropriate conjunction), incorrect use 

of prepositions, problems with subject/verb agreement?  
 

(0-2 errors very well done; 3-5 errors adequately done; more than 5 errors not adequately done) 

   



 

Written Expression continued 
YES, Very 

Well Done 

YES, 

Adequately 

Done 

NO 

Has the student successfully avoided using contractions (didn’t, don’t , wasn’t, can’t,  isn’t, etc.) and 

the first or second person voice (I, you, we) in the paper? 

 

   

Is the student’s written expression clear, with little to no awkward phrasing? 
 

   

Has the student avoided informal language, slang, profanity and inappropriate language? 

If any of these are present, identify page numbers and the improper words used: 

 

 

   

Does the paper avoid repetition? 
 

   

 

 

Overall 

Number of 

Footnotes 

Overall 

Number of 

Sources Cited 

(min. 5 

needed) 

Number of 

Primary 

Sources 

Cited 

(min. 2 

needed) 

Number of 

Books, Academic 

Journals, Official 

Gov’t Reports 

Cited 

(min. 2 needed) 

Website Sources 

that are not 

Books, Journal 

Articles, 

Government or 

Primary sources 

Citations of Tertiary 

or Shallow Sources: 

Encyclopedias, 

Wikipedia, Short 

Summary Articles, 

i.e. History. com 

(there should not be 

any!!!) 

Overall Quality  

of Sources 
 

20+ 

13-19 

8-12 
Fewer than 8 

7+ 

5-6 

3-4 

Fewer than 3 

4+ 

2-3 
Fewer than 2 

4+ 

2-3 

Fewer than 2 

0 

1-2 
More than 2 

0 

1 
More than 1 

     

    Excellent    Very Good     Good 

     Average      Mediocre       Poor 

 

 

 YES, Very 

Well Done 

YES, 
Adequately 

Done 

NO 

As far as you can tell, has the student cited all places where information has been taken from a source, 

whether it is paraphrased, summarized, or directly quoted?   

   

Is the first line of each citation (including the number of the footnote) indented ½” (or 5 spaces) and 

after that is every additional line flush all the way to the left side of the page?   

   

Are all footnotes 10-point font, single-spaced within each footnote and single-spaced between footnotes 

(that is, no space in between footnotes)? 

   

Are the student’s Internet footnotes formatted correctly, with the following information, in the correct 

order, with COMMAS separating each category of information? 

 

         Author if given first name first last name last no comma in between COMMA “title of article” (in 

quotation marks) COMMA title of webpage/publisher COMMA Date of Access COMMA web address 

(you may use Google URL Shortener to shorten) PERIOD 

 

        “Complete Text of the Roe v. Wade Supreme Court Decision,” Findlaw.com, January 23, 2020,  

https://caselaw.findlaw.com/us-supreme-court/410/113.html. 

       

Are the student’s book footnotes formatted correctly, with the following information, in the correct 

order? 

 

        Author first name first last name last—no comma in between COMMA title of book italicized 

(city of publication COLON publisher COMMA year of publication) COMMA and page number(s) 

cited from[, Date of Access & Web Address if it was a book published on line].                                                                                                                                          

 

        George Sanchez, Becoming Mexican American (New York: Oxford University Press, 1993), pg 11.                       

 

                                                                                                                                                           N/A _____ 

   

Do all footnotes end with a period?    

For footnotes that are repeated, after giving the complete footnote information the first time, for 

future citations using that source, has the student cited only the author’s last name (if available) and 

the title of the webpage/article (and page number if it’s a book)?  And if a footnote is repeated 

immediately after the same source has just been cited, has the student cited the source with the 

abbreviation Ibid. ending with a period?                                                                                       N/A _____                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

   

Has the author eliminated any repeat web addresses (a website source address should never be cited in 

full more than once) and made sure that the publishers are not cited as authors? 

   

72-80 (A)   Very well done in many/most aspects      

64-71 (B)   Overall well done, but there are some areas that can be improved upon                  

56-63 (C)    Satisfactorily completed most of the above, but quite a bit of room for improvement  

48-55 (D)    Incomplete and/or very much room for improvement   

Below 48  (F)   Very incomplete and/or vast room for improvement                          Overall Score: _________________ 

https://caselaw.findlaw.com/us-supreme-court/410/113.html


 

Name of the Student Whose Work is Being Evaluated  ______________________________________ 

 

Name of Evaluator      ______________________________________ 
 

 

                        RUBRIC—FINAL PAPER 
 

Write the paper’s GUIDING QUESTION HERE:  ______________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Title Page YES, Very 

Well Done 

YES, 

Adequately 

Done 

NO 

Is there a title page with the complete Thesis Question, the title of the paper, the student’s name, 

teacher’s name, and date submitted? 

   

Does the title use vivid, impactful language that captures the interest of the reader? 

Note:  The title should be in this format: 
 

Clever/catchy part of the title: a brief, succinct answer to your Thesis Question (but NOT the entire 

thesis statement) 
 

   

How clearly does the title indicate the THESIS of the paper, that is, does it let the reader know in 

general what the answer to the Thesis Question will be? 
 

   

 

 

Format YES, Very 

Well Done 

YES, 

Adequately 

Done 

NO 

Has the author/student written 6-7 complete pages (not including title page or works cited page), 

double-spaced using 12-point Times Roman font with one inch margins? 

                                      If not, how many pages has the student completed?  _________ 

   

Has the student avoided having extra space between paragraphs? 

 
   

Has the student numbered the pages of the paper? 

 
   

 

In the paper, identify the author’s thesis and underline it/highlight 

it/put an asterisk next to it.  

 
Thesis to Be Proved YES, Very 

Well Done 

YES, 

Adequately 

Done 

NO 

In the introductory paragraph, does the author provide 3-4 sentences of brief historical background 

about the subject of the paper (and no more) without going into the subject in detail (which will be 

done in the body of the paper)? 

   

Does the thesis statement give a very clear answer to the Thesis Question, and is it both arguable 

and provable? 

   

Does the thesis statement include mention of the topics that the author will use to prove their 

argument (organizational thesis)?   

   

Is the thesis statement powerful and persuasive, sophisticated and original?  

 

 

   

Ultimately, did the author prove his/her thesis convincingly 

         THIS WILL BE WEIGHTED HEAVILY 
 

   

 

 



 

Body of the Paper YES, Very 

Well Done 

YES, 

Adequately 

Done 

NO 

Does the paper give the reader 1-2 (no more than 1 ½ pages) appropriate historical background 

information paragraphs that go beyond what was learned in class and are necessary to 

understanding the rest of the paper?  [To be clear—do NOT just recap what we learned in class as 

your historical background] 
 

   

Does each body paragraph start with a topic sentence that tells what the paragraph will be about, is 

supported by evidence in the paragraph, and offers part of the answer to the Guiding Question? 

 

Circle any of the following that apply: 
Entire essay is very thoughtfully organized with very effective, relevant topic sentences. 

Essay is well organized with mostly effective and relevant topic sentences. 

Essay has adequately effective topic sentences. 

In 1-2 paragraphs, the topic sentences do not adequately reflect the content of that paragraph. 

In 3+ paragraphs, the topic sentences do not adequately reflect the content of that paragraph. 

One or more topic sentences do not tie back clearly enough to the thesis. 

   

 

Read through just the topic sentences of the paper.  Is the paper well organized with good flow? 
 

   

Does the paper have strong transition sentences that smoothly move the reader from one paragraph 

to the next? 
 

   

 

Evidence:  Does the paper display excellent research with ample 

and appropriate examples throughout?  

--Provides plentiful and relevant researched factual details 

--Provides abundant evidence to support the thesis 

 

(THIS WILL BE WEIGHTED VERY HEAVILY) 
 

   

 

Analysis:  Does the author always provide 1-2 sentences after 

any quotation or set of facts, explaining the information and 

how/ why this information supports that paragraph’s topic 

sentence and/or overall thesis statement?  

(THIS WILL ALSO BE WEIGHTED VERY HEAVILY) 
 

   

Has the author avoided just sticking direct quotations into the paper into the paper?  Are all 

quotations both attributed to a specific person (i.e. According to Harvard Professor Bernard 

Johnson . . . ) and blended into the student’s text (not stand alone sentences)?                  

                                                                                                                                                   N/A _______ 

   

Does the conclusion of the paper connect back to the thesis?  Does the conclusion answer the 

question “so what?”   

   

 
 

Written Expression 
YES, Very 

Well Done 

YES, Adequate 

-ly Done 

NO 

As far as you can tell, is the paper entirely in the student’s own words except when there is a direct 

quote?  If there are any places where the language used appears to be at a level of sophistication set 

apart from the rest of the paper, list page numbers and questionable phrases here: 

 
 

   

Is the paper entirely free of spelling, punctuation, and capitalization errors?  

 
 (0-2 errors very well done; 3-5 errors adequately done; more than 5 errors not adequately done) 

   

Is the paper entirely free of grammar errors such as: incorrect verb tense, 

switching verb tenses, sentence fragments, run-on sentences (joining two 

independent sentences with a comma), lack of subject-verb agreement, incorrect 

use of prepositions?  
(0-2 errors very well done; 3-5 errors adequately done; more than 5 errors not adequately done) 

   



 

Written Expression continued 
YES, Very 

Well Done 

YES, 

Adequately 

Done 

NO 

Has the student successfully avoided using contractions (didn’t, don’t , wasn’t, can’t,  isn’t, etc.) and 

the first or second person voice (I, you, we) in the paper? 

 

   

Is the student’s written expression clear, with little to no awkward phrasing? 
 

   

Has the student avoided informal language, slang, profanity and inappropriate language? 

If any of these are present, identify page numbers and the improper words used: 

 

 

   

Does the paper avoid repetition? 
 

   

 

 

Overall 

Number of 

Footnotes 

Overall 

Number of 

Sources Cited 

(min. 5 

needed) 

Number of 

Primary 

Sources 

Cited 

(min. 2 

needed) 

Number of 

Books, Academic 

Journals, Official 

Gov’t Reports 

Cited 

(min. 2 needed) 

Website Sources 

that are not 

Books, Journal 

Articles, 

Government or 

Primary sources 

Citations of Tertiary 

or Shallow Sources: 

Encyclopedias, 

Wikipedia, Short 

Summary Articles, 

i.e. History. com 

(there should not be 

any!!!) 

Overall Quality  

of Sources 
 

20+ 

13-19 

8-12 
Fewer than 8 

7+ 

5-6 

3-4 

Fewer than 3 

4+ 

2-3 
Fewer than 2 

4+ 

2-3 

Fewer than 2 

0 

1-2 
More than 2 

0 

1 
More than 1 

     

    Excellent    Very Good     Good 

     Average      Mediocre       Poor 

 

 

 YES, Very 

Well Done 

YES, 
Adequately 

Done 

NO 

As far as you can tell, has the student cited all places where information has been taken from a source, 

whether it is paraphrased, summarized, or directly quoted?   

   

Is the first line of each citation (including the number of the footnote) indented ½” (or 5 spaces) and 

after that is every additional line flush all the way to the left side of the page?   

   

Are all footnotes 10-point font, single-spaced within each footnote and single-spaced between footnotes 

(that is, no space in between footnotes)? 

   

Are the student’s Internet footnotes formatted correctly, with the following information, in the correct 

order, with COMMAS separating each category of information? 

 

         Author if given first name first last name last no comma in between COMMA “title of article” (in 

quotation marks) COMMA title of webpage/publisher COMMA Date of Access COMMA web address 

(you may use Google URL Shortener to shorten) PERIOD 

 

        “Complete Text of the Roe v. Wade Supreme Court Decision,” Findlaw.com, January 23, 2020,  

https://caselaw.findlaw.com/us-supreme-court/410/113.html. 

 

       

Are the student’s book footnotes formatted correctly, with the following information, in the correct 

order? 

 

        Author first name first last name last—no comma in between COMMA title of book italicized 

(city of publication COLON publisher COMMA year of publication) COMMA and page number(s) 

cited from[, Date of Access & Web Address if it was a book published on line].                                                                                                                                          

 

        George Sanchez, Becoming Mexican American (New York: Oxford University Press, 1993), pg 11.                       

 

                                                                                                                                                           N/A _____ 

   

Do all footnotes end with a period? 

 

   

For footnotes that are repeated, after giving the complete footnote information the first time, for 

future citations using that source, has the student cited only the author’s last name (if available) and 

the title of the webpage/article (and page number if it’s a book)?  And if a footnote is repeated 

immediately after the same source has just been cited, has the student cited the source with the 

abbreviation Ibid. ending with a period?                                                                                    

                                                                                                                                                           N/A _____                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

   

Has the author eliminated any repeat web addresses (a website source address should never be cited in 

full more than once) and made sure that the publishers are not cited as authors? 

   

Does every footnote have a matching works cited page entry? 

 

   

 

 

https://caselaw.findlaw.com/us-supreme-court/410/113.html


 

Works Cited Page YES, Very 

Well Done 

YES, 

Adequately 

Done 

NO 

Is the first line of each works cited page entry flush all the way to the left side of the page with every 

line after that indented 5 spaces? 

Example: 

 

Anderson, Patrick. “Capitalism and the Science of History: Appleby, Marx, and Postmodernism.”   

  

           Grand Valley Journal of History. Volume 1 Issue 2.  

 

           http://scholarworks.gvsu.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1012&context=gvjh. 

 

   

Are all entries listed in alphabetical order by first letter in author’s last name or (if there is no 

identified author) by first letter of first significant word in the title of the article/webpage? 

 

 

   

Are all works cited page entries double-spaced within each entry AND double-spaced 

between entries? (basically is the whole thing double-spaced?) 
 

   

Are the student’s Internet entries formatted correctly, with the following information, in the correct 

order, with PERIODS separating each bit of information? 

 Author if given (last name first comma first name last).  Title of article (in quotation marks 

“”).  Title of webpage/publisher (in italics).  Date of Access.  Web address (you may use 

Google URL Shortener to shorten). 

       

Are the student’s book entries formatted correctly, with the following information, in the correct 

order, with PERIODS separating each bit of information [and if it’s a book source accessed on the 

Internet does it have the Date of Access and web address]?   

 Author (last name first comma first name last).  Title of book (italicized).  City of 

publication: Publisher, Year of publication[.Date of Access.  Web Address].          N/A ____ 

   

Do all works cited entries end with a period? 

 

   

 

 

 

180-200 Very well done in many/most aspects        

       

160-179       Overall well done, but there are several areas that can be improved upon   

                     in the future     

             

140-159       Satisfactorily completed most of the above, but quite a bit of room for 

improvement in the future 

 

120-139       Incomplete and/or very much room for improvement   

 

Below 120   Very incomplete and/or vast room for improvement     

 
 

 

     Overall Score:  _______________ 
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                             Research Paper Comment Bank 
 

AP Awkward Phrasing 

DAM Date of Access Missing—the date that you accessed that particular 

website is missing from the Internet source footnote or works cited page 

entry 

EDS Evidence Doesn’t Support—the researched information given is not 

related to the topic sentence/main idea of the paragraph 

EIT Evidence is Thin—more examples are needed 

EWA Evidence/facts Without Analysis— facts are just stated without 

explanation or commentary or analysis connecting them to the topic 

sentence or thesis 

FI Factually Incorrect—some statement made is wrong or incorrectly used 

MU Meaning unclear 

NPA Noun/pronoun agreement, i.e. When an employee [singular noun] does 

not agree with their [plural pronoun] his boss’s decision, the employee 

should not support it. 

R Repetitive—the same word and/or phrasing has been used two or more 

times in the same paragraph or consecutive paragraphs 

SVA Subject-Verb Agreement—the subject and verb are mismatched, i.e. the 

boy eat the bread (should be the boy is eating or ate the bread) 

SVT Switching verb tense (i.e. changing from past tense to present tense 

within a sentence or paragraph when it should consistently be the same 

tense) 

TI Too Informal—this wording is more typical of conversational language 

than formal academic language 

TSI Topic Sentence Issues—the first sentence of the paragraph is not an 

effective topic sentence; it is either so general that it does not let the 

reader know precisely enough what the paragraph is about or so specific 

that it is not broad enough to contain the evidence in the paragraph 

WAM Web Address Missing—the web address is missing from the Internet 

source footnote or works cited page entry 

WC Word Choice—a different word would more clearly articulate what you 

are trying to say 
 

 

 


